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REVIEW

PB Pops season comes
to a swinging conclusion

Guests, varied orchestra
configurations add
diversity to concert.

By DAVID A. FRYE
_"-l:'in, tal o ik Dindly Mews

the evening, there was little

doubt that this was going
o be A preat night of music with
the Palim Beach Pops, which, on
Tuesday, opemed its final Kravis
concert serbes of the seazon cele-
brating the "king of swing," Benny
Croad man.

Maestro Bob Lappin was
clearly in his element on Tuesday
night. He was having a ball run-
ning the Pops through their paces
in several different configura-
thons beyond the usual fuwll orches-
fra, including a small ensemble,

a quintet, and a larger, big hand
linenp that featured the brass and
reeds, This varied approach, com-
hined with two exceptional guest
artisis, the veteran rhythm sec-
tion of drummer Frank Derrick
and hassist Phil Flanigan, along
with several outstanding chodoes
on solog, provided a diverse musi-
cal setting that made for a very in-
teresting evening.

Lappin and company did their
homework for this program: Many
of the selections were performed
using the actual Goodman-en-
diorzed arcangements, created by
some of the best arrangers in maod-
erh msle. Some of thess charts
were affactivaly fleshed out 1o ex-
pand the big band combination fo
a more lush, Nelson Biddle sounmd.

Guest clarinetist Ken Pep-
lowski waorked with Goodman, as
well as artists ranging from Mel
Torme to Madonna, and his tech-
nical ability — imagine if Eddie
Van Halen had taken up the lico-
rice stick instead of guitar — is
equalad only by his exubsrance as
an entertainer, This nimble-fin-
gered veteran proved that if you
are cormfortable enough with your

me the first downbeat of

abilitkes, you can afford (o have

a little fun — and steal the show

— atong the way, But make no mis-

take, at solo time he was all busi-

ness, consistently delivering an

A pame on familiar tunes such as

Dor't Be That Winy, Let s Danee and

the sentimental chestnut, Meama-

rles of You, served up as a simple

duet with Lappin on piana.
Vocallst Lynn Roberts has

toured the world, performing

filvats
Peplowski

with Goodman, the Dorsey Broth-  Clarinetist DHE'I'E'_[!. his
ers and Harry James, among oih- A game on familiar
ers, and she appeared to be very unes,

much at home with the Pops. Her
instrument was more than streng
enough to hold its own with the
orrchestra, at the same time car-
rying every nuance of the softer
mumbers, most notably, the lovely
Ard The Angels Sing. This beauti-
ful arrangement, by Tommy New-
some of the old Tonlght Show,
brought back fond memaories of a
time when Johnny Carson would
sit back and let the rest of Amer-
iea enfoy the NBEC Orchestra ina
spotlight number that was actu-
ally part of the show, instead of
just coming in and out of the com-
mereials,

Roberts also coaxed Lappin
into a duet of Fee Gof A Crush On
Yoz, with Peplowski joining in on
clarinet, The mutual respect be-
tween the three allowed for a great
creative dynamic — with equal
parts melody, memories and cheap
schiick — that was definitely con-
tagious.

[n addition, several Pops meam-
hers got & chanecs to really show
their stuff, including Gary Mayo-
ne on vibes, harpist Kav Kemper,
Dolph Castellano on piano and
trumpeter John Amaroso. By the
tirne Derrick Kicked off the classic
Sing, Sing, Sing, the lid on the Kra-
vis was clearly ready o blow — o
the crowd’s delight.

Simply put, Lappin and The
Palm Beach Pops struck the right
combination of great music, gifted
performers and a few laughs, to
make for a truly swinging affair to
close out the season.

Flanigan
Bassist helped
pravide a disarss
musical setting.

Roberts
Vocalist strong
enough to hald her
o with orchestra



